A AsiaTechAlliance

Submission on the Vietnam draft Decree Implementing the Artificial Intelligence
(Al) Law and the draft Decision on High Risk Al Systems

We appreciate the opportunity to provide feedback on the draft Decree implementing Vietham's
Artificial Intelligence Law (“Decree”) and the draft Decision on High-Risk Al Systems (“Decision”).
These documents represent an important step in establishing a robust regulatory framework for
Al in Vietnam, and we acknowledge the government's efforts in fostering responsible Al
development and deployment.

Given the nature and complexity of the obligations outlined in the draft Decree and Decision, we
respectfully note that the current timelines for consultation and compliance are challenging
for industry stakeholders to meet effectively. Many of the requirements, particularly those
relating to high-risk Al systems, data governance, risk assessment, and reporting, require
substantial technical, operational, and legal preparation.

To ensure that the regulations achieve their intended objectives while allowing for meaningful
compliance, we kindly request that the government consider:

1. Extending the consultation period by two weeks to allow industry stakeholders,
including SMEs and startups, sufficient time to review, analyze, and provide detailed
feedback on the Decree and Decision.

2. Revisiting the implementation timelines for obligations under the Decree and
Decision to provide a reasonable period for companies to operationalize compliance
measures, particularly for high-risk Al systems.

We believe that such adjustments would help ensure that the final regulations are both practical
and effective, foster innovation while maintaining high standards of safety, accountability, and
ethical Al deployment, and ensure continued investment in Al.

For instance, based on a preliminary review, there are a number specific provisions which
warrant a more thorough review in order for the industry to provide constructive
recommendations:

1. Broad and Expanding High-Risk Classification

The risk framework is principles-based and supplemented by a detailed and evolving High-Risk Al
List, with relatively low numerical thresholds in sectors such as finance, employment, education,
and public services. This means many common commercial Al applications will fall into the
high-risk category, triggering heavy compliance obligations even when risks are moderate in
practice. This creates uncertainty for product design, scaling decisions, and cross-border
deployment.
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The current criteria for high-risk and medium-risk Al are framed broadly and may unintentionally
include:

e General-purpose Al tools
e Standard digital services using conversational or content-generation features
e Low-impact automation systems

This could subject large numbers of benign systems to heavy compliance requirements,
increasing cost and complexity without clear risk-reduction benefits.

2. Mandatory Notification Before Market Deployment

The Decree requires that all medium- and high-risk systems must be notified through the
national Al Portal prior to deployment, with system identifiers and public-facing disclosures.
While framed as post-inspection, this introduces a formal, compliance-heavy regulatory gate that
could slow innovation cycles and product launches, particularly for frequently updated models
and features.

3. Risk of Regulatory Misalignment with Emerging Global Standards

The accelerated implementation schedule places Vietham among the earliest jurisdictions to
operationalise a comprehensive Al regulatory framework, at a time when comparable economies
are still developing technical standards and phased enforcement approaches. Introducing
wide-ranging compliance obligations ahead of globally established reference frameworks may
increase legal and operational uncertainty for companies operating across multiple markets,
potentially influencing decisions on investment, research activity, and the rollout of innovative Al
solutions within Vietnam.

The above are just a few examples of how the draft decree would inadvertently crimp the
development of Al innovation and investments in Vietnam.

*

The cumulative effect of broad high-risk classifications, intensive documentation, conformity
assessments, and technical labeling requirements may create significant compliance burdens,
particularly for innovative and small enterprises. In light of the scope and technical complexity of
the proposed measures, we respectfully request additional time for consultation to allow
stakeholders to provide more detailed, constructive feedback to support effective and workable
implementation.

Thank you for considering this request. We remain committed to supporting the government in
shaping a balanced and forward-looking Al regulatory framework.
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About the Asia Tech Alliance

The Asia Tech Alliance represents leading global and regional technology companies across diverse
sectors, including search, messaging, social media, content, e-commerce, and cloud services, all of
whom share a commitment to responsible innovation and the safety of all users.


https://www.asiatechalliance.com/

